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My name is Andrea Talhami and I am the Programs Director at DC Greens, a local nonprofit
with nearly 15 years of experience advancing food access and health equity in the nation’s
capital. I submit this testimony to voice DC Greens’ appreciation for DPR’s partnership in
helping DC Greens to build and maintain our community farm, The Well at Oxon Run, and also
to ask the Council to provide the critical support that has been left out of the Mayor’s proposed
budget.

The Well at Oxon Run is an intergenerational, educational farm located in Ward 8. This
Southeast DC oasis is the result of a partnership between DC Greens, DC Dept. of Parks and
Recreation, The Green Scheme, Friends of Oxon Run, Soul of the City, and community
members. The Well uses food as the entry point to community and cultural wellness and as a
tool through which community members can explore the relationship between physical health,
environmental wellness and financial wellness. We share food with our neighbors, connect
youth to green spaces, offer a safe and peaceful space for our seniors, and celebrate art and
culture with our community members.

The Well relies on funding from DPR to maintain our farming and community operations. DC
Greens received our first grant from DPR in 2022, which provided much needed support for
both construction of the space and programmatic support for community partners. This year,
we started our first full season in the space and while we have secured funds from DPR for the
current season, Mayor Bowser’s proposed FY 2024 does not include a recommendation to
maintain the $500,000 in local funds necessary to support The Well’s ongoing maintenance and
programming. While DC Greens does receive funding from other sources, the support we
receive from DPR is the lifeblood of this Ward 8 farm and community wellness space. We urge
the Council, in particular Ward 8 Councilmember and Chair of the Recreation, Libraries, &
Youth Affairs Committee Trayon White, to maintain financial support for The Well in FY 2024.

In less than one year, DC Greens has provided fresh produce and wellness resources –
including physical, environmental, and financial wellness classes and myriad on-farm
enrichment opportunities – to more than 2000 DC residents in the Southeast Congress Heights



community and beyond. Our physical space has been built, but we need the Council’s support
in order to maintain this hub of peace and wellness for our community members. We ask the
Council to work closely with DPR to ensure that urban agriculture remains a priority generally
and that resources are targeted specifically to The Well and Ward 8 wellness.

Thank you to all members of the DC Council for helping us do this important work and for your
time in reviewing this testimony. Thank you in particular to Councilmember Trayon White and
the members of the Libraries, Recreation, and Youth Affairs Committee for always holding
space for DC Greens and The Well.


